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WHITEFOOT ASSEMBLY 

Minutes of the Meeting 
 

 
Welcome from the Chair and house-keeping – Cllr. Daby welcomed 
everyone to the Assembly, covered house-keeping and thanked Goldsmith’s 
Community Centre for hosting this Assembly. 
 
A Minute’s silence – It was with great sadness that Cllr. Janet Daby informed 
the Assembly of the passing of a beloved member of our community, Mary 
Bennett who died on 31st January 2018. Janet and Councillor Ingleby among 
many others recently attended a Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Mary 
Bennett and so with permission, Cllr. Daby read out some text from Mary’s 
Eulogy as read out at the service by Pastor Hilary Dalziel.  
 

Mary Bennett 
Mary was born 30th October 1922 in Blackburn, Lancashire.  She was the 4th 
child of the family until her youngest brother was born two years later. 
Tragically, Mary’s mother died just after giving birth to Mary’s youngest 
brother. 
 
Life was very different in those days so when Mary’s mother died her father 
had no choice but to put the children into care.  Consequently, Mary spent 
four years in an orphanage until her father remarried at which point the 
children all returned to his care. A year later Arthur was born. When Mary and 
Arthur were older they would go dancing at the Blackpool Tower Ballroom.  
By age 14 Mary had left school and had held a number of jobs. She worked 
in a factory making pyjamas and also in a munitions factory during the war. It 
was during the war that Mary met her officer husband, Ben whom she 
married in October 1944. Ben spent 23 years in the army and when he retired 
from the services he and Mary moved to London. 

 

MONDAY 19TH MARCH 2018 
Goldsmiths’ Community Centre Gym 

Castillon Road SE6 1QD 
 
 



 

 
 
 

3 

 
Mary and Ben had two children, Pat and Barbara. Pat is of course a member 
of the Whitefoot Assembly Coordinating Group as was Mary.  
 
When Pat and Barbara were little Mary would take them many places. On 
Sundays Mary took them to Sunday school at Allerford Chapel and to the 
local GLC play centres.  
It was when Mary took Pat and Barbara to Forster Memorial Park to play that 
she met Bernard McGovern (Mac) who was, at that time, setting-up the Play 
Leadership initiative.  
 
Mary took the opportunity to volunteer with the Play Leadership group, 
working alongside Mac helping to organise games for the children. As the 
scheme grew Mac approached Mary and asked if she would consider taking 
over the scheme at Forster Park while he set-up games in other parks. This 
was the beginning of Mary's link with Forster Memorial Park. 
 
Mary took up the challenge and immediately began to expand the scheme 
and at its height there were 105 five-a-side football teams organised into 
leagues for boys aged 8 to 18. The girls played netball and were taught 
versions of Scottish and Irish dancing in addition to a stick dance.   
 
The play sessions provided equipment such as stilts, skipping ropes, hoola-
hoopla-amongst other things for the children to use. It was at the Gala and 
Finals Day at the end of August that most of these skills were displayed. 
 
Mary retired age 65 from Play Leadership but this did not end her links with 
Forster Memorial Park. When the Play Leadership scheme was 
decommissioned and South Little League came to the park, Mary was soon 
involved with the Saturday football sessions.  
 
It didn’t take long for Mary to be nominated for the Barclays Grass Roots 
Manager of the month which she duly won an award for. It was about this 
time that the first Friends of Forster Memorial Park were set-up which Mary 
became a member of. The group planned a new pavilion for the park and 
Mary was both shocked and honoured when The Friends asked if they could 
name it “The Mary Bennett Pavilion”.  
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More recently, Mary became involved with the new and current Friends of 
Forster Memorial Park becoming a member of the group until her death.  
 
While involved with the South Little League which was organised by the local 
police, Mary was approached by one of the officers and asked her if she 
would like to become a Lolly Pop Lady within the area. Mary accepted and 
for years looked after the children from St. Augustine's Primary School 
crossing the road at Beckenham Hill Station. This she did faithfully until she 
was forcibly retired at 79 and 364 days! 
 
Play Leadership during the winter went to Wesley Hall on Downham Way 
and so it was that Mary became linked to Wesley Hall. Following her 
retirement Mary became involved with the Pensioners Group which she ran 
for many years. While running this group Mary was asked if she’d like to 
become one of the Trustees. Again Mary took up the challenge and became 
the group’s Treasurer until her death.   
 
Mary's home has a lease owned home with Phoenix Community Housing 
being the freeholders. Mary was faithful to all of Phoenix’s various community 
events and on a Thursday afternoon all had to stop so that she could go to 
Bingo in the Barn at the Green Man, Phoenix HQ.  
 
In addition to all Mary’s other commitments to her community she sat on the 
Whitefoot Assembly Coordinating Group which helps to plan the assembly 
meetings. An additional task of the group is to scrutinise funding applications 
to ensure they meet the criteria that would have been set by the Assembly 
and include the ward priorities.  
 
The photograph below was taken last November 2017 which shows Mary in 
blue cardigan, sitting between daughter Pat and Whitefoot Councillor Mark 
Ingleby assessing last year’s Assembly Fund applications..  
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Mary was also part of the Bellingham Interagency Committee which met bi-
monthly. Her role on the Committee was one of advocacy on behalf of the 
elderly residents of the area, this she did until her death.  
 
In addition, Mary attended Positive Ageing Council meetings which meet in 
the Civic Suite on a Thursday morning, this she also did until her death.  
 
Lastly, Mary was part of the Whitefoot Police Safer Neighbourhood Group 
helping to inform and shape community safety policy which, again, she did 
until her death. 
 
Following the reading above Cllr. Daby lead the Assembly through a minute’s 
silence in memory of Mary. 
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Cllr. Daby explained that as a valued member of the Whitefoot Assembly and, 
in particular, the Coordinating Group, the Whitefoot Councillors have decided 
to fund a bench to honour Mary to be positioned right next to the Mary 
Bennett Pavilion in Forster Memorial Park. 
 
It is hoped the bench will be in place in time for a summer event which it is 
also hoped will be in collaboration with the new Friends of Forster Memorial 
Park. Details will be released once confirmed.  
 
 
Whitefoot Police SNT – Community Safety Update – PCSO Paul Wilson 
and PC Aaron Thompson, Dedicated Ward Officer l South Cluster l 
Whitefoot Ward   
PCSO Paul highlighted the various initiatives being introduced to 
modernising the force including the team being issued with tablet technology 
so that everything will be at their ‘finger-tips’ when dealing with crime and 
ASB related issues.  
 
PCSO Paul advised that Catford Police Station was currently on the market 
for sale, consequently all calls are now being diverted to Lewisham Police 
Station. The Catford Hill team will be moving to the Newlands Park area on 
Sydenham High Street. Lewisham and Deptford Police Stations will remain 
untouched.  
 
As regards crime statistics, over-all, crime has reduced this last quarter as 
compared with the same quarter last year (i.e. December 2016, January 2017 
and February 2017) when 381 crimes were reported within the Whitefoot area 
as compared to 366 reported crimes for December 2017, January 2018 and 
February 2018. 
 
The crimes reported last month (February 2018) totalled 115 which were 
made up of; 
 

 18 reports of anti-social behaviour 
 12 reports of burglary 
 15 reports of criminal damage 
 4 drug related offences 
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 2 possession of weapons 
 7 public order offences 
 4 robbery 
 2 shop lifting 
 1 theft from person 
 9 vehicle crimes 
 31 violence and sexual offences 
 10 ‘other theft’ 
 1 ‘other’ crime 

 
An Assembly member asked PC Aaron Thompson if the SNT could provide 
statistics on conviction rates with regards to the crimes reported as above. 
PC Thompson advised he would bring this level of information to the next 
meeting.  
 
With regards to Burglary PC Thompson advised that since the beginning of 
this year there have been 29 burglaries in the Whitefoot Ward, this includes 
attempted and commercial. 
Out of the 29 reports one has had a positive outcome in that a charge was 
authorised. Although this is a very low figure a number of the reports are still 
active/on-going investigations and it is believed this number will increase 
over the coming months. In addition, one person if often responsible for a 
high number of burglaries. The number of burglaries over-all have dropped in 
this quarter and the Whitefoot SNT aim to reduce the figure further.    
 
PC Thompson also advised that information on the amount of crimes 
reported and the areas in which these crimes took place for each of the 
wards in Lewisham can be found on the Metropolitan Police Website. 
 
 
Friends of Forster Memorial Park update – Alys Exley-Smith  
The Friends of Forster Memorial Park are going strong and working on plans 
to rejuvenate the pavilion along with other aspects of the park to increase the 
amount of people using this valuable asset and to make their experience a 
more full-filling one.  
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Following is a list of the areas The Friends hope to improve working in 
partnership with Council Officers, Glendale and Greenscene. 
 
1. Canopy and seating – the aim is to improve the existing community 

facilities for those watching football and or using the café especially 
when the weather is poor. The canopy will provide much needed 
shelter from inclement weather.  

 
Currently there is nowhere under cover where football matches and 
the park in general can be viewed. The café is small and so with the 
installation of a canopy and pergola there will be more covered space 
to provide shelter from rain and hot weather. 

 
The footballers use the park all year round, as do their carers. The 
improvements to the pavilion will ensure a place for them to sit and 
enjoy a warm drink through the colder months.  

 
2. Tea Kiosk - There is an old tea kiosk in the park with electricity and 

water. The aim is to bring the kiosk back into use which requires 
attention to the wiring, insulation, health and safety checks and 
improved security. This would work in tandem with an outdoor 
classroom as a resource for schools and community groups using the 
park. 

 
3. Pavilion (existing community facility) - Ramp improvements. The 

pavilion is dated and in need of renovation. In particular, there is a 
need to make the pavilion more welcoming with improvements to 
access. There is also a need for baby change facilities which many 
park users requested when consulted. The café’s success is 
dependent on carers of young children during weekday hours, 
therefore, it’s important to ensure there are facilities in place for them. 

 
In addition to improvements to access and baby change facilities it is 
hoped a concrete table-tennis table can be installed to increase the 
offer for park users. Concrete table-tennis tables have proved very 
popular in other parks within the vicinity.  
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Storage is also an issue as there are minimal storage facilities within 
the park, which prevents certain activities taking place. A sustainable 
and cost effective way to build park use is to provide storage next to 
the cafe for items such as football goals, pre-school toys and outdoor 
games (badminton, trikes, sandpit, rounders, etc.).  

 
This equipment would be put out when the café opens, and stored 
away when the café closes. There would be a shed to store toys, 
alongside a shed to house a play kitchen for pre-school children and 
an outdoor mud kitchen with stepping stones made from tree trunks.  

 
The storage facilities will provide additional opportunities for play 
which it is hoped will increase the numbers of people using the park 
which, in turn, will help to ensure the café remains open weekdays 
guaranteeing the toilets remain open. This would meet some of the 
park user’s priority demand when consulted by the Friends for better 
play facilities for children. 

 
4. Signage - The Park is large with 5 separate entrances. When someone 

enters the park it’s not clear where the community facilities are. 
Signage at each entrance will ensure new users and those who have 
not explored the whole park can see the facilities on offer. 

 
5. Outdoor Classroom – The Park is close to several schools including 

Torridon, Forster Park, Conisborough, Woodlands and Greenvale. Each 
of these schools would like to engage more with the park which, now 
that the toilet facilities are open, is more likely.   
In addition, the schools have requested an outdoor classroom for 
children to learn in a natural setting. A wooden gazebo with bench 
seating inside would provide the necessary shelter during inclement 
weather. The adventure learning charity, Wide Horizons, have also 
requested the use of an outdoor classroom for the projects they 
facilitate.  

 
It is thought that the outdoor classroom would be best located around 
the old tea kiosk building and patio area, which once renovated would 



 

 
 
 

10 

provide running water for hand washing, preparing snacks and be 
used to store basic educational materials/ tables. 

 
Alys was keen to stress that the list above has come about as a result of 
extensive consultation involving all assembly members and many existing 
park users.  
 
The money to make these improvements will come from Section 106 (as 
explained in previous assemblies) but as yet, there is no guarantee that what 
has been requested will be approved by the Section 106 Board. Alys hopes to 
be able to come to the next Assembly with positive news with regards to 
securing the funding.  
 
In the meantime the Friends of Forster Memorial Park invite you to join them 
for a morning of children’s story-telling and Nature Walks in the park on 
Saturday 2nd June 2018. 
 
For more information, or if you would like to join the Friends of the Park 
please contact Ali Williams your Local Assembly Coordinator at 
Ali.williams2@lewisdham.gov.uk 
 
 
Catford Regeneration Presentation – Sam Holgate of Team Catford  
Team Catford is a group of consultants specialising in community 
engagement, urban regeneration and placemaking. Recruited by Lewisham 
Council, Team Catford have embarked on a major piece of community 
consultation, listening to people’s ideas, speaking up for the community and 
making sure all our views are heard.  
 
As with the other members of Team Catford, Sam lives in the Borough and 
cares about its regeneration.  
 
Sam explained that our town centre is on the brink of big and exciting 
change so Team Catford are calling on everyone who lives, works, socialises, 
commutes or runs a business in the area to have their say as Catford goes 
through its biggest change in decades. 
 

mailto:Ali.williams2@lewisdham.gov.uk
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Lewisham Council is leading a major regeneration which will transform our 
town centre by rerouting the south circular and freeing up more space for 
pedestrians. Catford Shopping Centre will be redeveloped, providing new 
retail space, while Milford Towers will be replaced, providing several hundred 
new homes across the town centre. Pedestrian-friendly areas, open spaces 
and new community facilities will also be created. 
 
HOW WILL CATFORD TOWN CENTRE CHANGE? 
 
A vision for our town centre will be set out in the masterplan. In summer 2017, 
Lewisham Council secured agreement from Transport for London to reroute 
the south circular road. This major road, that currently divides our town 
centre, will be rerouted behind Laurence House and reconfigured to create 
easier pedestrian crossings and introduce dedicated cycle lanes. Two-way 
traffic flows around Plassy Island and new traffic light-controlled junctions will 
replace the current gyratory system. Construction work on the rerouted road 
will likely start after 2021. 
 
Moving the road will open up a large central site for regeneration – where 
Laurence House, the Old Town Hall, the Civic suite, the Catford Shopping 
centre, Milford Towers and the multi storey car park is currently located. The 
Broadway - Catford’s market and shopping street - as well as our theatre will 
remain in place and we will have an opportunity to consider how new town 
centre leisure, culture and shopping uses as well as homes could 
complement these historic buildings in this central space. 
 
Across the entire town centre, the opportunity area spans 11 hectares (15 
football pitches). In addition to this central site, the masterplan will also 
explore land use options for the area between Catford and Catford Bridge 
train stations as well as Plassy Island (where Lidl and McDonalds are 
situated) and the large site currently home to Wickes and Halfords. Not all of 
these sites are in the Council’s ownership but it is sensible for Lewisham 
Council to consider these strategically important sites in an overall vision for 
Catford Town Centre. 
 
At this point architects are busy drawing up plans ready for submission next 
month which is why it’s so important to have your say right now.  



 

 
 
 

12 

 
Sam encourages everybody to engage with the process and to visit their 
website where you can use the on-line engagement tool which allows you to 
add your comments to the interactive map and have your say. 
 
Team Catford website https://www.teamcatford.com/ 
 
In addition, below is a list of forthcoming events where you will find members 
of Team Catford who would love to hear your ideas and opinions. Every 
single comment will be seen by the architects who will draw up the 
masterplan for the regeneration of the town centre. 
 
Saturday 28th April, 11am-2pm: Catford Library 
 
Sunday 29th April, 10am -4pm, Catford Food Market, Catford Broadway 
 
Saturday 26th May, 11am-2pm: Catford Library 
 
Sunday 27th May, 10am-4pm, Catford Food Market, Catford Broadway 
 
Friday 6th - Sunday 8th June, 12 noon – 11pm, Catford Beer Festival, Catford 
Bridge Tavern 
 
Saturday 7th July 12 noon – 8pm, Lewisham People’s Day, Mountsfield Park 
 
 
London Garden Workshop Trust – Ed Spring  
Ed delivered an overview on the progress of works at the Oldstead Road 
allotments as follows; 
 
It was a cold start to the year with Ed & volunteers battling rain, ice and snow 
in an attempt to get the gardens ready for spring.  
 
At present there are 40 + volunteers with ambitions to increase that number. 
Effort is also being put into encouraging schools within the vicinity to engage 
with the garden and the many activities planned throughout the year. 
 

https://www.teamcatford.com/
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The gardening gang are currently concentrating on fruit and vegetable 
production along with an array of herbs. Ed happily announced the recent 
arrival of the new potting shed with the best view in all of London.  
 
A greenhouse has also been installed and Ed and Natasha (Ed’s Co-
facilitator) are over-seeing the creation of a glass house made from recycled 
bottles. It will take up to 10, 000 recycled bottles to make the greenhouse. Ed 
and Natasha are encouraging the local primary schools to get involved in 
collecting bottles for the project.  
 
There are also plans to install a cob pizza oven for Friday Pizza Nights and a 
new composting toilet will be installed on the site with rocket stove for hot 
hand washing. 
 
The gardeners are also planting hedging for local wildlife and will be creating 
living willow structures.  
 
In the summer, LGW in collaboration with Chartwells and the 80 local schools 
in Lewisham will run a competition to grow the largest pumpkin. After harvest 
all will be welcome to join the gardeners at the site for a great, big cook off 
and prizes of up to £500 will be awarded for the largest pumpkins.  
 
There will also be a summer barbeque details yet to be finalised.  
 
Anybody interested in getting involved in the garden or signing up to your 
own plot as there are still approximately 20 vacant plots to bring the allotment 
up to full use - or if you’re interested in helping to collect the much needed 
bottles please contact Ed and Natasha at LGW@hotmail.com 
 
Any bottles you manage to collect can be dropped off at the community 
garden or Goldsmiths Community Centre. 
 
There is also a website you can visit which is 
https://www.londongardenworkshop.com/ 
 
And a Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/londongardenworkshop/ 
 

mailto:LGW@hotmail.com
https://www.londongardenworkshop.com/
https://www.facebook.com/londongardenworkshop/
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You can find the gardens’ access gate close to the corner of Oldstead & 
Southview Road.   
Oldstead Road Community Garden, Oldstead Road Allotments, London BR1 
5RD.  
 
Mon – Sat Appointment only 
Sunday - 11:00 am - 2:30 pm 
 
 
The Apple Tree Charity Shop and Community Café – Lucie Walsh  
Lucie explained that the space to house the charity shop and café within 
Goldsmith’s Community Centre was being prepared ready for the launch after 
Easter 2018.  
Lucie took this opportunity to thank those whose generous donations were 
helping to realise the Apple Tree project which includes members of the 
public and organisations such as Lewisham Council’s Small and Faith Fund, 
Goldsmiths Company, Keepmoat, TALKINGTECH Foundation and L&Q.  
 
Work undertaken so far includes; 
 
1. Electrics have been installed to make the space suitable for the 

installation of a café counter. The community centre was built in 1939 
and in places needs upgrades to the electrical supply to suit modern 
needs. The counter space is now ready for installation of the counter 
and equipment. This space will be used for serving hot drinks and food. 
Volunteers will run this space under the guidance of a supervisor.               
The aim is for the new café space to bring valuable volunteer 
opportunities and experience including barista training for those 
hoping to acquire paid employment in the future.  

  
2. The energy efficiency of the space has been improved by the 

restoration of the original windows. This option was preferred over the 
replacement of the windows to retain some original features and 
character of the building. A new boiler has been installed to heat this 
part of the building and new radiators purchased to fit in with the new 
look of the space. These improvements will reduce future energy costs. 
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The warm, comfortable space will mean those who are most 
vulnerable to cold, including more senior guests feel comfortable.              

 
3. Accessibility to the space has also been improved with the installation 

of a new ramp. The pre-existing ramp is being drastically altered to 
create level access to the shop and café space from the courtyard. 
Heating pipes have been removed from under the door, a step has 
been taken out and work will soon commence on reducing the height 
of the ramp and dropping the door so that the café and shop can be 
accessed by everyone.  

               
5. Lino floor covering has been removed and floors cleaned of residual 

concrete; soon to be sanded by a group of local volunteers, in 
preparation for varnishing. This part of the preparation has included the 
Downham Men’s Group. Volunteers are involved wherever possible to 
ensure a greater sense of ownership.   

  
6. The whole space has been painted in a fresh new colour scheme to 

create a pleasant and welcoming atmosphere.  
  
Works outstanding to complete the project are: 
 
• Sanding of the floor and varnishing 
• Rebuilding the ramp and dropping the door frame 
• Installing cupboards for storage 
• Stud wall and hanging mirror to create fitting room space 
• Installing counter fittings 
• Purchasing café counter equipment 
 
The pop-up charity shop has already been launched ‘The Apple Pip’ and 
Lucie invited all assembly members to visit the shop during the break. 
 
 
Break – Food provided by Min Albi (Food with Heart) part of the Syrian 
Cooking Collective which is part of Greenwich Refugee Aid and 
Community Enterprise (grace). 
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Min Albi aims to empower Syrian refugees to enter employment through 
cooking.  
 
When refugees are resettled, the challenges they face are not over. Min Albi, 
meaning ‘from the heart’ in Arabic, is an initiative in association with GRACE 
designed to give entrepreneurial refugees independence and to bring 
communities together through food. 
 
With the support of local networks, refugees can use their cooking expertise 
to gain work experience, meet new people and give back to their 
communities. 
 
Already flourishing in Lambeth, the Lewisham project aims to be the 
springboard for a sustainable growth model to empower refuges.  
 
Proposals include: 
 

 Pop-up cafes 
 Stocking Syrian meals at local delis and cafés 
 Catering at events 
 Cooking classes and home cooking events 
 Community events 
 Providing qualifications 

 
If you’d like to get involved or, have ideas for funding or growing the project 
then please contact Faten on (m) 07535 419 411 or at faten@graceaid.org.uk 
 
 
Whitefoot Community Development Update – Sara Wickert 
Sara drew attention to the Whitefoot & Downham Community Facebook 
Page urging those interested in learning what’s going on in the area to join in 
the conversation which you can do at; 
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1956791664555564/ 
 
The group exists for residents of Whitefoot and North Downham and nearby 
neighbours and aims to share information on events and local activities and 

mailto:faten@graceaid.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1956791664555564/
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to celebrate the Whitefoot and North Downham neighbourhood. Anyone with 
an interest in this local community is welcome to join.  
 
While organisations, charities, local businesses and individuals are welcome 
to post the occasional publicity for local services and products for sale, these 
should be kept to a minimum. Admin reserve the right to block any member 
who is disruptive, disrespectful or posting inappropriate content.  
 
Sara encouraged anyone living in South Lewisham to get involved to help 
foster a strong sense of community amongst neighbours. 
 
Sara also encouraged people to sign up for the Whitefoot specific 
‘Community News’ which can be accessed via the Goldsmith Community 
Centre website.  
Click on the link below to get to the website and then click on the tab at the 
top which says Community News.  
 
http://www.goldsmithscommunitycentre.org.uk/community-news.html 
 
 
Updates from Sara regarding Whitefoot Community Activities as follows; 
 
 Every 3rd Monday of the month Sara attends the South Lewisham 
Group Practice (SLGP) who offer a free promotion space, during open hours, 
for groups and organisations serving the local area to promote their projects 
and services and to offer information and advice. SLGP do this to help 
patients and local residents manage their own health and wellbeing. The 
Patient Participation Group Chair is Alexandra Camies. South Lewisham 
Group Practice 50, Conisborough Crescent, Catford, London SE6 2SP  
Email: southlewishamppg@gmail.com 
www.southlewishamgrouppractice.co.uk 
 
 Sara recently put together a bid for Phoenix Community Housing’s 
Community Chest to fund a youth club to take place at Goldsmith’s 
Community Centre. When asked what they’d like to see most in the area 
during the consultation Sara undertook last year the majority of young people 
said they would like somewhere to ‘hang out’ but in addition to this, they 

http://www.goldsmithscommunitycentre.org.uk/community-news.html
mailto:southlewishamppg@gmail.com
http://www.southlewishamgrouppractice.co.uk/
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wanted something meaningful to do. As a result Sara worked hard to build 
volunteering opportunities into the bid.  
 
 Considerable effort into increasing volunteer opportunities in general 
has been exerted for local residents and at this point, Sara can advise that 
there are a number of organisations looking for people to volunteer.  

 
For more information please contact Sara directly 
sara@goldsmithscommunitycentre.org.uk 
 

 
Neighbourhood Community Development Partnership Area 4 update 
(NCDP Area 4) Sara Wickert – The partnership was developed in 2017 to 
help deliver a pot of public health funding. The money was made available to 
address health needs in our catchments area. 
There are four forums covering four neighbourhoods. Downham falls into 
Area 4 together with Whitefoot, Catford South and Grove Park wards.  
 
The forums bring together all the relevant groups in each neighbourhood to 
strengthen links and ensure a common voice on local issues and to identify 
where gaps in services exist. The forums have given the partnership a unique 
chance for us all to work more closely together and build capacity to support 
the health and wellbeing of SE Lewisham residents. 
 
Each forums has £25,000 each per annum of Public Health funding to give 
out in small grants to address the issues identified and to promote local 
action as identified through the gaps analysis already undertaken.  
 
The three projects be awarded funding last year are;  
   
1. Urban Connect  
Amount Awarded: £ 8322.50 
Delivery Partners - Goldsmiths Community Centre, Urban Dandelion and 
Diamond Club 
Sara advised that the Urban Connect Project would be launched on the 10th 
April 2018 at Goldsmith’s Community Centre with an intergenerational project 

mailto:sara@goldsmithscommunitycentre.org.uk
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delivered by the three partners. The day will include Reminiscence, story-
telling and a cooking activity. 
 
On 28th May 2018 from 10am-1pm also at Goldsmiths Community Centre the 
Urban connect May Festival will take place. The project is expecting in the 
region of 70 attendees> It will be another intergenerational event with an 
exhibition which will focus on May Day, workers’ rights and the Windrush 
generation. There will also be a music quiz, story-telling and another cooking 
activity.  
 
2. St. Luke’s Front Room Project 
Amount Awarded: £6,678.50 
A project for vulnerable people with varying levels of need. The Front room 
project provides a 
safe place for vulnerable, otherwise isolated people to come together in a 
Café style drop-in which hosts various statutory and third sector 
organisations on a regular basis for clients to access, e.g. CAB, Phoenix 
Housing and other speakers and advisors arranged on an ad hoc basis. 
 
Access to computers and free to use telephone for clients to arrange 
appointments etc. is available.  
 
There is also a kitchen which hosts cookery classes in partnership with 
Delicious most Nutritious and other healthy eating trainers.  
 
Anybody can drop in to the Front Room Project. For more information please 
contact; 
Rev. Nick Walsh, St Luke’s, Northover, London, BR1 5JR 
Email: revnickwalsh@gmail.com 
 
 
3. 1 Life Fit Bus – Driving Out Isolation 
Amount Awarded: £ 9999.00 
Would you like to… get out more?  
Meet new friends?  
Do a bit of exercise?  
Or do you know someone who is... isolated?  

mailto:revnickwalsh@gmail.com
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Would like to do more exercise?  
Would like companions?  
 
1 Life fit bus aims to help older people get out and about and exercising. The 
Fit Bus picks up older people from designated ‘hubs’ in the wards of 
Downham, Whitefoot, Grove Park and Catford South and takes them to 
exercise sessions taking place within the area which include Tea Dances, 
Zumba, Gym activities, Swimming, multi-sport, fall prevention exercise and 
healthy walks.  
 
All journeys are free, but participants must register beforehand and select the 
pick-up location and preferred activity. Participants can use this service for 12 
weeks after which they are given information on how to get to the session via 
public transport. Some of the activities have a cost element, this is nominal 
and should to be paid to the host venue.  
 
To Register for a 12 week programme (no membership needed) Contact 
Emma Greenslade at email Fitbus@1life.co.uk  
Or visit Downham Health & Leisure Centre and ask for a self-referral form at 
reception.  
 
 
Phoenix Community Housing Events and Updates – Amy Jeffries, Housing 
Regeneration  
 
Job club – Amy talked about Phoenix’s efforts to get people into training and 
employment. A weekly Job Club exists to facilitate this aim with personalised 
one-on-one support. The Job Club is open to all and not just Phoenix 
residents.  
 
Basic Digital Skills – a rolling programme which includes the weekly DIGITAL 
DROP-IN. The workshops address basic IT skills like how to access the 
internet, compose and send emails, join mailing lists, access the Council’s 
website where there is a whole host of information on council services etc.  
Amy explained that Phoenix recognise that not everybody has their own 
device to access the internet and so ‘Take-Away Tech’ has been introduced. 
This allows participants to borrow an I-Pad Air for up to a month. This 
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initiative is aimed at over 55 year olds and/or people on benefits. To take 
advantage of this initiative drop in to one of the sessions held weekly at the 
Green Man on Wednesday mornings from 10am.  
 
Free Wi-Fi is available at the Green Man 355 Bromley Road, SE6 2RP 

 
For more information contact Amy Jeffries at Amy.Jeffrey@phoenixch.org.uk 
or telephone Amy on 020 3121 0224 
 
Lastly, Amy advised that the Phoenix Festival which is usually held in the 
month of May will now take place on Sunday 22nd July 2018 at Forster 
Memorial Park. 
 
 
Young Makers Agency Update – Sarah Wickens  
 
The Young Promoters Project - part of Young Makers Agency (YMA)  
 
Since its inception The Young Promoters have received training in developing 
skills in various areas including planning, promoting and producing. They 
have had access to recording studios where participants were able to record 
tracks they had composed in addition to a taking part in a film-making 
project. The latter project has produced a crew of film-makers who are 
available for hire in the community.  
 
In addition to the above The Young Promoters have created murals on the 
inside of the Excalibur Estate hoarding (so as not to conflict with any 
branding as appears on the outside of the hoarding) which is in position 
while the estate is being regenerated. It is hoped that the young artists will 
also be able to create some of their designs at the Fellowship Inn in due 
course. 
 
The Young Promoter project will terminate in July this year.  
 
As well as the Young Promoters Project there is the Young Makers Agency 
which is open to any young person in the catchment area. 70% of current 
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membership are Phoenix residents who are targeted via Phoenix mail-outs 
etc. 
 
There are various YMA projects such as Young Film-makers, Young Chefs, 
and Young Designers etc. The Bellingham Regeneration Arts Group (B.R.A.G.) 
is also part of the YMA. 
 
For more information on the YMA or the Young Promoters Project please 
contact Sarah Wickens at Sarah.Wickens@phoenixch.org.uk or telephone 
020 3121 0218. 
 
 
Community Updates & Announcements 
 
London Borough of Culture  
 
At the November 2017 Whitefoot Assembly, Nancy Stridgen, Cultural & 
Community Development Officer delivered a presentation on Lewisham’s bid to 
be the first London Borough of Culture.  
 
The London Borough of Culture award, a flagship manifesto commitment, is 
a major new initiative launched by the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan in June 
2017 – inspired by the UK City and European Capital of Culture programmes. 
 
Since the launch Nancy and colleagues worked tirelessly to develop the 
Lewisham bid and to encourage all Lewisham residents to engage with the 
process.  
 
The bid was submitted on the 12th December 2017 and the Mayor of London 
announced the winners on the 27th February 2018.  
 
The winners were Waltham Forest, the first borough to be awarded the title for 
2019, followed by Brent in 2020. 
 
Each winning borough will be awarded £1.35million of funding to deliver a 
programme of ambitious cultural activities, placing culture at the heart of 
communities and celebrating the unique character of local people and 
places. In total, 22 boroughs submitted bids to be London Borough of Culture.  

mailto:Sarah.Wickens@phoenixch.org.uk
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In addition, a total of £850,000 the London Mayor allocated to up to six 
additional boroughs for individual landmark projects – the Mayor’s Cultural 
Impact Award. This comprises £750,000 from City Hall and £100,000 from the 
City Bridge Trust. 
 
Although Lewisham did not win the ultimate prize, we are grateful to be one 
of the additional six boroughs to receive funding for individual landmark 
projects.  
 
The boroughs that were awarded funds for individual landmark projects are; 
 
Barking and Dagenham – New Town Culture                   Funding Allocated: 
£160,000 
Working with the Foundling Museum, children’s author Jacqueline Wilson 
and artist Grayson Perry, this incredible project takes culture into care homes 
across the borough. A programme with access at its heart, designed by and 
devised for looked-after children in the borough. 
 
Camden – Camden Alive                                                       Funding Allocated: 
£145,000 
Animated trails, digital technology and augmented reality will bring the stories 
of residents of 12 housing estates in Camden to life. This project is led by the 
British Museum, Central St Martins, the Roundhouse and augmented reality 
app Blippar. 
 
Kingston – Live Music                                                          Funding Allocated: 
£90,000 
A brand-new music festival – inspired by the musical heritage of the area, 
including the old Decca Records pressing plant in New Malden. Young 
musicians, promoters and businesses will take part in this festival, which will 
bring further investment into Kingston’s night-time economy. 
 
Lambeth – Next Generation                                                Funding Allocated: 
£200,000 
Lambeth will work with young BAME Londoners to help them develop 
careers in the arts – inspiring the next generation of artists and cultural 
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leaders. It will be supported by major cultural institutions across the borough 
including the South Bank Centre, Old Vic, BFI and the National Theatre. 
 
Lewisham – Festival of Creative Ageing                            Funding Allocated: 
£216,000 
Working with Sadler’s Wells and The Albany, the Festival of Creative Ageing 
celebrates how culture can help people to live longer, happier, more 
independent lives. See below for more information.  
 
Merton – Film Merton                                                          Funding Allocated: 
£40,000 
Mitcham really wants a cinema. Merton is taking an inventive approach to 
establishing a new local cinema in the area. The project aims to show there’s 
a real appetite in film, and make the case for future investment. 
 
Lewisham’s London Borough of Culture Festival of Creative Aging – Cllr. 
Slater 
Cllr. Slater explained Lewisham’s first Festival of Creative Ageing which will 
profile and celebrate the pioneering and internationally celebrated work of 
Entelechy Arts, the Albany, Horniman Museum & Trinity Laban.  
 
We will also commission artists & community groups to collaboratively create 
new work; providing micro-grants and a platform for good practice wherever 
it is found across the borough. 
 
The Festival will take place in the summer of 2019 with a programme of 
events designed to challenge the way that people think about growing older, 
featuring older artists and artists engaging with ageing.  As well as local 
artists and organisations it will bring in expertise such as the Saddlers Wells 
Company of Elders. The centrepiece to the Festival will be Christopher 
Green’s spectacular 48-hour immersive theatre production, The Home co-
devised with older residents.   
 
This Festival will demonstrate the power of the arts to create stronger and 
more cohesive communities nourished by the energies, imaginations and life 
experiences of their oldest residents. 
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More information will be provided in the months to come about how people 
can play a part in helping to develop the festival. 
 
 
Excalibur Estate Update – Cllr. Slater 
 
• The Council has been working with residents on the Excalibur estate 

on options for regeneration for many years and also with L&Q as 
partner for the estate since 2006.  

 
• In November 2010 the Council’s Mayor and Cabinet agreed that the 

Council proceed with the regeneration of Excalibur in partnership with 
L&Q. This followed on from extensive consultation including an 
independent ballot and Section 105 consultation.  

 
• L&Q obtained planning permission in March 2012 (detailed for Phases 

1 - 3 and outline for Phases 4 - 5). 
 
• Phases 1 and 2 were combined, with demolition of the 34 original pre-

fabricated bungalows and work on the new homes to replace them 
commencing in 2014.  

 
• The first of these new homes have now been let, with the remaining 

homes being available over the coming weeks.  
 
• 34 of the new homes are to be let on protected social rents to existing 

estates residents. They are a mix of 15 x 2-bed houses, 5 x 3-bed 
houses, 2 x 4-bed houses, 11 x 2-bed bungalows and 1 x 3-bed 
bungalow. In addition, there are 5 new shared equity homes available 
to resident freeholders wishing to remain on the estate and 18 homes 
will be available for outright sale. 

 
• The Council have been working with the residents in the 48 pre-

fabricated bungalows that make up Phase 3 to assist them with their 
moves to new homes. It is expected that all households will have 
moved by early April. 
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• Preparation and demolition work will commence as soon as the whole 
of the phase is vacant. 

 
• 95 new properties will be built on the site, including 61 affordable 

homes. These new homes are expected to be available from August 
2020. 

 
• There is a Resident Steering Group that currently meets monthly. The 

Council would welcome any current residents of the estate who would 
like to join. More information is available from Lewisham officers. 

 
 
Community Litter Pick – Cllr. Ingleby 
Regrettably the Litter Pick scheduled to take place on Saturday (17th March 
2018) had to be cancelled at the last minute due to very cold weather, ice and 
snow.  
 
Local residents, Friends of Railway Children Walk, Phoenix Community 
Housing and local councillors were all lined up, ready for action. The intention 
was to clear the area at the back of Railway Children Walk, off Reigate Road 
in preparation for the imminent improvements including planting an edible 
forest, and making the area safer and more welcoming. 
 
 



 

 
 
 

27 

 
 
Cllr. Ingleby extending thanks to all those who had planned to take part, in 
particular thanks to Bilal of Whitefoot Mosque and Rev. Nick of St. Luke’s 
church who were going to provide the refreshments.  
 
 
Railway Children’s Walk – Cllr. Ingleby advised the Assembly that the Grove 
Park Neighbourhood Planning Forum and Friends of Railway Children Walk, 
supported by Whitefoot Ward Assembly & Whitefoot Ward Councillors, will be 
applying for a 
Greener City Grant to improve the green space in and around Railway 
Children Walk, and make a more attractive and safer route to the Nature 
Reserve, Community Centre and other facilities and services available on the 
Grove Park side. 
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The design concept is to create an edible forest; a low maintenance, 
sustainable plant-based food production system, incorporating fruit and nut 
trees, shrubs, herbs and vegetables. All produce is directly useful to the local 
community. 
 
 
Other ideas are to create more lighting, widen pathways, place benches, 
create foraging walks/healthy eating cooking sessions and build a welcome 
sign or gate at the entrance to the walk. 
 
In an attempt to solicit the views of the local neighbourhood, the Grove Park 
Neighbourhood Forum, Friends of Railway Children Walk and the Whitefoot 
Councillors circulated a questionnaire asking local residents how they would 
like to see the area develop. Thank you to all those that registered their views, 
all of which will be taken on-board.  
 
If you’re interested in having your say, the questionnaire can be accessed via 
the Whitefoot and Downham Community website; 
 
Octopus Trees – Cllr. Ingleby advised the Assembly that Octopus Energy 
Trees together with Chris the gardener from Blue Peter plan to join local 
residents and Friends of Railway Children Walk to plant 20 trees along the 
walk, off Reigate Rd. on Friday 13th April 2018. 
 
Anyone wishing to join in the fun and help to plant the trees will be most 
welcome.  
 
Oldstead and Haddington Road Trees – Cllr. Ingleby 
In order to increase the footfall towards and in Whitefoot’s green spaces and 
parks, there is a clear role for street trees in improving not only the air and 
amenity of local streets, but also as landmarks. They also act as potential 
boulevards that draw pedestrians towards established green areas, which 
are so valuable for improving the health and well-being of residents of all 
ages.  
 
Haddington and Oldstead Roads, having lost much of their previous foliage 
and trees to storms and over-zealous pollarding, have a key role to play in 
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funnelling a density of trees towards Downham Woodland Walk, one of the 
key green lungs in Whitefoot Ward.  
 
Thanks to a grant from the Mayor of London to every ward in London, 9 trees 
were made available for planting near established green areas. However, 
given the scale of tree loss in recent years from Haddington, Oldstead and 
Southview Roads, the project cannot be as effectively realised without 18 
trees.  
 
Careful consultation was carried out last summer with both residents and the 
professional input of Street Trees for Living, in the strategic aims and the 
practical ground considerations for 18 potential tree sites. 
 
Cllr. Ingleby was pleased to announce that the 18 trees earmarked for 
Oldstead and Haddington Roads should be planted by the end of next month 
 
 
 
Verdant Lane Lamppost Community Garden – Theresa Webb spoke of 
some of the successes at the pocket park since the beginning of this year 
which include the planting of Spring bulbs, the installation of Tamara’s 
mosaic ‘Eyes’ and the herb seedlings ready to plant for the Herb Spiral 
Theresa invited anyone interested in cleaning up and greening up the park 
and surrounding area to join the growing, dedicated team of local residents 
which meet on the third Saturday of the month from 10am – 1pm.  
 
On 21st April 2018 from 10.30am – 2pm there will be wildflower meadow 
sowing. Everyone welcome.   
 
Meet on the corner of Verdant Lane and Pasture Road, Catford. SE6 1JF. No 
previous experience required.  
 
For more information please contact Theresa at Umbrellapark2@gmail.com 
 
Beckenham Place Park update on progress of Restoration – Cllr. Daby 
 
• Restoration of the buildings will start in early April 2018. 
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• Landscaping to start in early May 2018. 
 
• The building tender has been awarded to Ash Ltd are also working on 

the Fellowship Inn, and we are in the process of awarded the 
landscaping works.  

 
• The park will remain open throughout the works, though sections of it 

may be fenced off at some times. No works will be taking place east of 
the railway line, and most of the woodland will be left undisturbed too.  

 
• The Environment Agency are finalising plans for the flood alleviation 

scheme which will bring changes and new facilities to the eastern side 
of the park. A planning application should be submitted on this in the 
summer.  

 
Beckenham Place Park Event and Activities – Cllr. Daby 
 
• The big summer event is the Beckenham Place Park flower show, on 

Saturday 23 June. Details of how people can get involved are here: 
www.lewisham.gov.uk/flowershow 

 
It would be wonderful to have lots of Downham and Whitefoot 
residents entering exhibits, and going along to enjoy the day – not just 
flowers, but a community event with a floral-themed art exhibition in 
the Mansion, food, drink, some music and stalls and a dog show. Woof 
Woof. 

 
• There are regular volunteering sessions open to all on Wednesdays 

10am-1pm and the last Saturday of the month (although this month it 
is 24 March i.e. a week early due to Easter).  

 
• Work is under way to get the straw bale garden (that was so 

successful last year) going again. A series of 3 community picnics will 
be held using the produce from the garden. 

 
• There is a free concert on Monday 26 March in the Mansion.  

http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/flowershow
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• There will be a couple of children’s cycling events during the Easter 

holidays - Tuesday 3rd April and Tuesday 10th April. More details 
coming soon.  

 
• In the summer there are plans for an inter-schools cycling competition. 

The Beckenham Place Engagement officer is currently collaborating 
with British Cycling to engage children from local schools who haven’t 
cycled much before, to get them interested in the sport.  

 
• There will be an outdoor film screening in September. More details in 
due course. 
 
• The Friends of Beckenham Place Park also have a series of free walks 

taking place over the coming months. Details at: 
http://www.beckenhamplaceparkfriends.org.uk/events.htm 

 
For more information about on the restoration of the park, events and 
activities please contact Lucy Mitchell, Community Engagement Officer 
(Beckenham Place Park). 
Lucy.mitchell@lewisham.gov.uk 
Tel: 0208 314 7017 | Mobile: 07785 692 220 
 
 
St. John’s Festival of The Arts 16th – 24th June 2018 – Fr. Martin 
The project is a community festival, lasting 8 days, with multiple events on 
each day. 

 
The events will range from community fairs with samba musicians and 
Morris dancers, to film-making workshops and film viewings, to music 
concerts with classical and jazz musicians, to poetry readings and art talks. 
There will also be opportunities for both young and older people to perform 
for each other. In addition to the various events and activities, there will also 
be competitions for local school children. 

 
For more information on how to get involved or for a copy of the programme 
please contact Nicholas Wibberley at music.stjohnscatford@gmail.com 

http://www.beckenhamplaceparkfriends.org.uk/events.htm
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Goldsmith’s Community Centre 
Sara Wickert listed the following events all to take place at Goldsmith’s 
Community Centre 
 
Every Tuesday at 10.30am – Walking for Health in partnership with GCDA 
– meet at Goldsmith’s Community Centre. 
 
 
 
28th May 2018 – 10am – 3pm Holiday at Home May Festival 
10th June 2018 – Silver Summer Ball 
29th June 2018 – 5pm – 11pm Fiver Fest 
15th July 2018 – Mix Tape Festival 
8th August 2018 – 10am – 3pm Summer BBQ 
8th September 2018 – Jumble Sale 
28th September 2018 – Macmillan Coffee Morning  
 
For more information please contact Sara at 
Sara@goldsmithscommunitycentre.org.uk 
Tel. 07927 372 800 
 
 
Other Healthy Walks - Help get a healthy walk up and running in and around 
Forster Memorial Park. There’s free training available from GCDA through 
Lewisham Health Walks. To register your interest contact Jenny at 
Healthywalks@gcda.org.uk 
Tel. 020 8269 4890 
 
 
The 225 Bus – Cllr. Daby was delighted to announce that after 8 years of 
consultation and protracted negotiation with TfL, Whitefoot was finally going 
to get an extension to the already existing 225 bus route to better serve the 
Cumberland Place area so that people can more easily access the local 
shops, train station, Grove Park or Catford. 
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Cllr. Daby further explained that although TfL had committed to the extension 
your Whitefoot Councillors and local MP will continue to keep the pressure on 
to make sure it actually happens.   
 
 
Feedback Forms and Co-group Membership – Cllr. Daby encouraged all 
present to complete their feedback forms especially Question 9 which invites 
attendees to make suggestions for future topics at assemblies.  
 
Cllr. Slater also gave a brief overview of the role of the Coordinating Group 
which is to plan assembly meetings. An Additional task of the group is to 
scrutinise funding applications to ensure that they meet the criteria set. The 
criteria will include the ward priorities, however the group may decide to look 
at other restrictions such as bid limits and targeting certain priorities. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Whitefoot Coordinating 
Group or would like more information then please contact your Local 
Assembly Coordinator, Ali Williams at 
Ali.williams2@lewisham.gov.uk 
Tel: 020 8314 6293 or Mobile: 07834 145 007 
 
Date and Time of Next Meeting – To be confirmed 
Meeting Close – Cllr. Daby closed the meeting and thanked everybody for 
attending and for their invaluable input. 
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